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Introduction

Photo Supreme is a Digital Asset Management (DAM) software that enables you to organize
your image files through categorization. It automatically categorizes images based on
available file details, including technical photo information and file location on your disk. You
can also enhance your images by adding tags, descriptions, and custom metadata. Although
setting this up may seem time-consuming at first, the long-term benefits are substantial.
With Photo Supreme, you can quickly and easily find images using various criteria or
combinations.

This manual outlines the different methods Photo Supreme provides for searching through
the extensive data stored in your catalog database, which is the primary reason many users
choose this type of software. The greatest advantage of organizing your images is the ability
to locate any file instantly, and Photo Supreme excels in this area with its powerful search
features, organized into four main tools:

1. Catalog Explorer searches
2. The Search Bar
3. Advanced Search

4. The Dynamic Search Panel

Catalog Explorer Searches

After reviewing the initial Quick Start manual, you should have a good understanding of the
Catalog and its various sections.

— ﬂ Photo Supreme

build 2026.0.0.8602 (64bit)
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When you select an item in the Catalog Explorer, the results will be displayed as thumbnails,
which is a fundamental search feature. However, by holding down the Ctrl key (Windows) or
the Cmd key (macQS), you can select an additional catalog label to refine your results fur-
ther.

— % Photo Supreme

build 2026.0.0 (64bit)

4 People

--,: 4 Doe Family

Jack Doe
Jamie Doe
Jane Doe
Janice Doe
£ John Doe
e Johnny Doe

» Events

Each selected label will be combined in the search results. For example, selecting labels
"Jane OR Janice OR John" will show results matching any of these labels.

You can further refine your search by starting with one item and then holding down Ctrl+Alt
(Cmd+Opt on macOS) while selecting another item, which combines them using AND instead
of OR. Additionally, you can toggle between Ctrl+Click (Cmd+Click on macQOS) and
Ctrl+Alt+Click (Cmd+Opt+Click) to adjust how selected items are grouped.

For example, if you want to search for (John AND Jane) OR Janice, you would follow these
steps:

1. Click onJohn.
2. Hold down Ctrl+Alt+Click (Cmd+Opt+Click) on Jane.
3. Then hold down Ctrl+Click (Cmd+Click) on Janice.

Janice Doe or group (John Doe and Jane Doe)

4 items
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Advanced Search Panel

The Advanced Search Panel offers an interface that enables you to construct searches using
specific criteria, allowing you to create more complex search queries by combining various
elements.

To access the Advanced Search Panel, click the link located below the Search Bar in the
upper right corner, or use the keyboard shortcut Ctrl+F (Windows) or Cmd+F (macOS).
Within the panel, you can add search fields, select dates, and specify states, as well as

determine how these criteria should be combined using OR or AND.

@ (2] © @

match all of thegk items

Select Fields

A .
= Contains

Select Dates

Equals

Select States

@ LIVE SEARCH ON

max 2000 resufts

Cancel

1. Click the dropdown menu in the Search Field and select the field you wish to use as a
condition. In this example, choose "File Name".
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match all of these items

Select Fields

File Name & | Contains

Descriptions
Copyright
Creator

Image Content
Additional
IPTC Extension
PLUS

Technical

File Name

File Type

File Path

File Size

File Size (MB)

Catalog Label Name
Catalog Label Hierarchy
Category Name

Portfolio Name
SEARCH ON

00 results

Portfolio Collection Name

Bookmark

2. Next, choose how you want to search this field, such as "starts with", "contains" etc.

match all of these items

Select Fields

File Name 5 | Starts with

Equals

Not equal
Select Dates Smaller than
Greater than
Smaller than or equal to
Greater than or equal to
Contains

Equals

Does not contain
Select States Starts with

Does not start with

Ends with

Does not end with

Is empty
Is not empty

Y ) @ LIVE SEARCH ON —
L“_J @ L%J max 2000 results ance

3. Enter the search term. In the example below you get all assets where the file name
contains EOS.
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Select Fields

File Name 5 | Starts with

You can use special words called logical operators to help refine your search. If you want to
search for multiple terms, use AND or OR (make sure they are in uppercase).

For example, if you're looking for files starting with "EOS" in the name, as well as files
starting with "gabriel", type: EOS OR gabriel.

Select Fields

File Name 5 | Starts with — EOS OR gabriel

Another way to do this is by setting the matching rule to "any of these items" and adding
two separate search conditions, one for File Name Contains EOS and another for File Name
Contains 2025.

match any of these items

Select Fields

File Name 5 | Starts with

File Name Starts with = gabriel

4. Optionally click the + button to add more conditions.

Aggregate Fields

Some metadata fields can contain more than one value. For example, an image might have
several keywords, or it might list more than one creator. These fields are not limited to just a
single entry.

In Advanced Search, you can search based on how many values are stored in such a field. For
instance, you might look for images that have exactly one creator, or more than five
keywords. This type of search uses what is called an aggregate field, meaning that Photo
Supreme evaluates the field by counting the total number of values it contains rather than
checking the individual values themselves.
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match all of these items

Select Fields

Number of Keywords Greater than or equalto §

Number of Creators Equals

File Name Contains

@garegatedifields

Select Dates

Equals

Select States

@ LIVE SEARCH ON

max 2000 results

Live Searches

By default, Photo Supreme uses Live Search, which shows results as you type. This makes it
easier to quickly narrow down your search. To keep things running smoothly, Live Search
only shows up to 2,000 results. If your search finds more than that, just click the OK button
in the Advanced Search Panel to see everything.

If you prefer not to use Live Search, you can turn it off by flipping the switch at the bottom of
the Advanced Search Panel.

/| | ) @ LIVE SEARCH ON .
L“_J @ L%J max 2000 results ance

Here's a screenshot showing a more advanced search to demonstrate what's possible. In this
example, the search looks for images in the Catalog that meet the following conditions:

The Headline starts with "te."

The Rating is between 2 and 5 (including 2, excluding 5).

The F-Number is greater than 2.8.

The photos taken in August 2025 or later.
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e The orientation is Landscape.

#. Advanced Search — [m] X

match all of these items

Select Fields

Headline Starts with

Greater than or equal to %
Rating Smaller than
F-Number Greater than

Select Dates

Greater than or equal to % 2025-08

Select States

Landscape = O

A ( ( ] @® LIVE SEARCH ON Cancel
L“_J @ % max 2000 results anc

Note that each selected “State” includes an invert option. Clicking the invert button switches
the state to its negative value. For example, Landscape becomes Not Landscape.

Select States

Not Landscape

You can use the "save" and "load" buttons at the bottom of the Advanced Search Panel to
make your searches more efficient. The "save" button allows you to save a search with all
the specific criteria you've set, so you don't have to set it up again next time. Then, when
you want to use that search again, simply click the "load" button, and it will quickly bring up
all the same search settings for you to use again. This makes it easier to repeat searches
without having to remember or manually enter all the details each time.
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The Search Bar

The Search Bar provides a straightforward yet powerful way to search, akin to using your
favorite internet search engine. By entering search terms, it quickly delivers relevant results.

As you use Photo Supreme, it collects and stores information about your images in its
database from the moment you import them. This includes essential details like file names
and folder paths, as well as existing metadata such as Exif, IPTC, and XMP. You can further
enhance this data within the application by adding catalog labels, updating image details,
creating areas, and more. Consider this information a comprehensive repository that you
can search through using the Search Bar.

When you conduct a search with the Search Bar, Photo Supreme queries the information in
its database, which is organized into various sections known as search domains. By default,
the search will scan all available data and return matching results.

Simple Searches

The Search Bar is in the upper right corner of the screen. Be careful not to confuse it with the
search feature in the Catalog Explorer, which is found on the left side of the screen.

— & Photo Supreme
— build 2026.0.0.860. 64bit

4 People p3 Doe Family
e S

Y 4 Doe Family 16 @) 6 items
(425

B Jack Doe # Jack Doe (6) S8 Jamie Doe (1)

| Jamie Doe

Using the Search Bar is like using your favorite online search engine: simply enter a search
term and press Enter. Photo Supreme will then search through all available data and display
all images that match the term.

The search finds matches in file names, metadata, folder names, and any other location
where the term appears.
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Artificial Intelligence | S4N
sunburst
sunflower

sunflowers

Doe Fa Sunglasses

6 it .
ems sunlight

L PE sunlit

sunrise

Image Reference | SUn
Label Assignments Sunglasses

Sunset

Image Detalls | sUn
sunburst

sunflower
sunflowers
Sunglasses
sunlight
sunlit

As you type a term into the Search Bar, Photo Supreme provides instant suggestions
organized by the location of the matches. These groupings, known as search domains,
represent different sections of the image data. For example, you might see suggestions from
the search domains: "Image Reference", "Label Assignments" and "Image Details." Each
domain indicates what matches were found for the search term. For instance, searching for
"sun" may return matches like "Sunlight" and "sunflower" in different search domains.

Press Enter to perform a search and Photo Supreme will return images with matching data
from any domain. Alternatively, you can click on a specific match in the dropdown to search
only within that domain. For example, selecting "Label Assignments > Sunset" will return
only images containing the term Sunset as an assigned Catalog Label.

For more information on searching within search domains, please refer to the Search
Domains section later in this document.

Search Combinations

The previous section discussed how to perform simple searches using a single term. In
addition to single-term searches, you can combine multiple terms to find images that match
all specified criteria.

There are three types of term combinations you can use:

AND Searches In an AND search, each term is Example:
separated by the AND operator  jane AND john

DOCUMENT VERSION 1.75
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In an AND search, all returned images
must include every term specified in the
search criteria.

(case sensitive). Alternatively,
you can also separate terms
with spaces, and they will be
treated as an AND search.

OR Searches

In an OR search, all returned images
must include one or more of the terms
specified in the search criteria.

In an OR search, each term is Example:
separated by the OR operator jane OR john
(case sensitive).

NOT Searches

In a NOT search, the returned images
must meet the search conditions,
excluding the specified terms that are
to be left out.

Negative terms are separated Example:
by the NOT operator (case jane NOT john
sensitive).

There is no limit to the number of terms you can combine in your search query.

Bracket Searches

In the previous examples, you performed a combined search (e.g., jane AND john). You can
also use parentheses to create search groups and combine them in more complex ways. By
structuring your searches with brackets, you can formulate intricate queries that mimic

natural language.

Here are some examples of bracketed searches:

(john AND jane) NOT (jamie OR
johnny)

This returns all images featuring both John and Jane,
excluding those that also include their children, Jamie
and Johnny.

(Johnny OR Janie) NOT (john OR
jane)

This query returns all images featuring either Johnny or
Janie but excludes any images that include either John
or Jane.

john AND (France OR England)

This query returns all images that include John and
are also associated with either France or England.

Here’s a more advanced example with nested brackets:

Vacation AND (((john OR jane) NOT (Janice OR Jamie OR johnny)) AND (France OR England)

NOT (Paris OR London))

DOCUMENT VERSION 1.75



12| Quick Start — Searching | Photo Supreme

This query returns all images related to Vacation that include either John or Jane, but
excludes any images featuring Janice, Jamie or Johnny. Additionally, it specifies that the
images must be associated with either France or England, while also excluding any images
that contain Paris or London.

Search Phrases

As mentioned earlier, you can use the AND operator (case sensitive) to combine search
terms. Alternatively, using a space as a separator achieves the same result; for example,
searching for Alex Dean is equivalent to Alex AND Dean.

However, if you want to search for a specific phrase that contains spaces, like "Eiffel Tower",
you don't want to retrieve images that include Eiffel AND Tower. Instead, you want to find
images specifically of the Eiffel Tower.

To search for exact phrases, enclose the phrase in double quotes.

Q" alex "eiffel tower"

Natural Searches

Natural searching makes it easier and faster to find what you’re looking for by letting you
describe your intent in plain, everyday language rather than requiring precise search syntax
or filters. It lowers the learning curve, reduces errors in complex queries, and helps surface
relevant results that might otherwise be missed. By translating natural language into
accurate search criteria, natural searching also saves time, supports more flexible
exploration, and allows you to focus on your content instead of how to phrase a query.

The system uses your configured Al service (OpenAl, Gemini, or a local Ollama model) to
interpret your text and generate the appropriate search terms automatically.

To start a natural search, click the link below the search box. This opens a text field where
you can enter the text you want to search for.

DOCUMENT VERSION 1.75
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Natural Language Al Searching X

Describe here what you are searching for

alex and dean stroling at the beach in florida

Cancel

The Al service creates a valid Photo Supreme search query for you and automatically runs
the search. In this example, it generates the following:

(("alex") AND ("dean") AND (("stroling" OR "strolling")) AND (("beach"” OR "seashore" OR
"shore")) AND ("florida"))

Q" (("alex™) AND ("dean") AND (("stroling" OR ":

Regular Expression Searches

Regular Expressions are text-based search patterns that provide advanced search capabilities
beyond simple term-based searches. While they may appear complex at first, they allow for
more precise and flexible searches. To use Regular Expressions in the Search Bar, begin your
search with the %regex: prefix.

Here is a link to a resource where you can learn more about Regular Expressions.

https://regexone.com/

Inverted Searches

After entering your search text, press Enter on your keyboard or click a search suggestion
from the dropdown to initiate the search.

If you need to find results that do not match the search condition, you can perform an
inverted search. To do this, hold down the Alt key (on Windows) or the Opt key (on macOS)
while pressing Enter or selecting a suggestion. This will start a search for results that exclude
the entered search criteria.

DOCUMENT VERSION 1.75
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Search Domains

With the Search Bar, you can perform searches targeting specific areas of your data. As
previously mentioned, the searchable image data is divided into sections known as search
domains. By default, entering a search term and pressing Enter will search across all
available domains.

However, you can also narrow your search to a specific domain. For example, if you want to
search for a file name, you will typically limit the search to the domain that contains file
data. You can select a search term and domain combination from the suggestions in the
dropdown menu of the Search Bar.

When you select a suggestion, the search results will display the abbreviated name of the
search domain in the caption of the Collection Viewer, located above the thumbnails. For
instance, if you select the term "alex" from the search domain "Image Details," the title in
the Collection Viewer will reflect this selection.

These are the search domains available in Photo Supreme:

Image Reference | File properties of image files (file name, folder name) CATITEM

Category Data for categories where an image is part of (through CAT
catalog label assignments); category name, description.

Label Data for catalog labels that are assigned to images; label PROP

Assignments name, synonyms, descriptions.

Image Details Descriptive image data that belongs to an image; typically, XMP
all XMP.

Label Set Data for label sets where an image is part of (through GROUP

catalog label assignments); set name.

Portfolio Data for Portfolios that the image is part of; name. MODEL

Collection Data for Portfolio Collections that the image is part of; COLL
name; description.

Folder Data for folders where images are stored in; folder name; PATH
volume name.
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Medium Data for volumes where the image is stored in; drive name, | MEDIUM
trivial name.
Label Relation Data for catalog label relationships that images are part of REL

(through catalog labels); part child rule, child parent rule.

Place Holder Data for place holders that an image can be part of PLACEHO
(through versioning); name.

Area Data for areas that are defined for images. AREA

Classification Data for automatically extracted classifications for images. CLASS

Using the Search Domains

Now that you understand what search domains are and how to use them, you can learn to
utilize them more directly. While you can select search domains from the dropdown in the
Search Bar, you can also specify them directly in your search query.

For example, if you want to find all images where the term "Vacation" appears in the Label
Assignments search domain, you can enter:

vacation@PROP

Then press Enter. This will return all images where "vacation" matches any stringin a
catalog label's name, synonyms, or descriptions within the Label Assignments domain. The
areas where the term can be matched are referred to as search properties.

To summarize:

1. Each image contains search data.

2. The search data is organized into search domains.

3. Each search domain includes various search properties.
In our example:

e Entering "Vacation" in the Search Bar and pressing Enter will return all images where
"Vacation" appears anywhere in the search data.

e Entering "vacation@PROP" in the Search Bar and pressing Enter will return all images
where "vacation" appears specifically in the Label Assignments search domain.

You can also specify which search property within the search domain should be searched.

Here are the search properties you can use in the Search Bar:
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Image
Reference

File Name

The file name of a catalog
item

CATITEM.FileName

Photo Date

The date of the photo in
the catalog is stored as a
localized string in the
format dd mmmm, for
example, 28 January.

CATITEM.PhotoDate

StackMarkers

A comma separated list of
names for every assigned
stack marker for that
catalog item

CATITEM.StackMarkers

Category

Category Name

The name of a top-level
Category in the catalog

CAT.CatName

Label
Assignments

Catalog Label Name

The name of a Catalog
Label

PROP.PropName

Description The description of a Catalog | PROP.PropDescr
Label
Synonym The synonyms of a Catalog | PROP.PropSynonym

Label

Image Details

<xmp property>

You can use every possible
XMP property name as a
search property in the
Image Details domain.

Most of the available XMP
properties can be found in
the XMP specifications.

XMP.photoshop:headline

Label Set Label Set Name The name of a Label Set GROUP.GroupName
Portfolio Portfolio Model Name | The name of a Portfolio MODEL.ModelName
Collection Collection Name The name of a Collection COLL.ColIName
Description The description of a COLL.CollDescr
Collection
Folder Path Name The name of a folder path PATH.PathName

Directory Name

The name of the directory
for this path is the name of
the lowest folder in the
path name.

PATH.DirName
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For example, the Directory
Name for the path C:\My
Photos\Trips\Vacation is
Vacation.

Medium Name The name of the medium PATH.PathMediumName
where a path is stored on
(e.g. the drive’s Volume
Name on macQS)

Medium Trivial Name The trivial name of a MEDIUM.Trivial
volume

Label Parent Rule The parent rule between REL.Parent

Relation two catalog labels in a

defined relationship

Child Rule The child rule between two | REL.Child
catalog labels in a defined
relationship
Place Holder | Place Holder Name The name of a version PLACEHO.PHName
Placeholder
Area Caption The caption for an area AREA.Caption

For example, to find all images with the term "vacation" in the catalog label name within the
Label Assignments search domain, you can enter:

vacation@PROP.PropName

You can also create combinations. For instance:
alex AND dean@PROP.PropName

This query will return all images where both "alex" and "dean" appear in the names of
assigned catalog labels.

Dynamic Search Panel

With the Dynamic Search Panel, you can perform advanced and precise searches by adding
various search elements. Once you have configured your search criteria, you can execute the
search with a click of the play button.
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»  Favorites

¥ Dynamic Search

Drag an item from the Catalog Tree here to combine items in a search

%

@® match all of these items

The Dynamic Search Panel is an expandable panel located below the Catalog Explorer on
the left side of the screen. You can expand or collapse this panel by clicking its caption title.
The purpose of the panel is to enable you to visually design your queries by adding various
elements.

Adding items to the Dynamic Search Panel

You can add items to the Dynamic Search Panel, which represent elements of your catalog.
These items might include Catalog Labels, Ratings, Color Labels, Date Items, File Folders,
Portfolios, and more. You can create a wide range of combinations using these elements.

For example, if a Catalog Label named "Dean" is already in the Dynamic Search Panel, you
can add another Catalog Label by dragging it to the panel. You can also drag one or more
items from the Catalog Explorer to the panel in a single action. Alternatively, you can press
the SPACEBAR to add selected items from the Catalog Explorer to the Dynamic Search Panel
or use the +icon in the upper left corner of the panel to add items.

DOCUMENT VERSION 1.75



19| Quick Start — Searching | Photo Supreme

— & Photo Supreme

4 People

L 4 Doe Family
Ak

nie [
Jan
Janice,Doe
D
)
Events
Places
Objects

+ New Category...

see all 413 images

match all of these items

Run your first search query

The option in the lower left corner of the Dynamic Search Panel allows you to toggle the
guery between "match all of these items" (AND) and "match any of these items" (OR). This
means you can choose whether all the items in the panel should be combined (AND) or
considered separately (OR) in your search. This setting determines whether the search will
include all the items or any one of them.

© 2026 IDimager Systems
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P ravorites

¥ Dynamic Search
& Jane Doe* & John Doe*

match all of these items

After selecting the join option, click the Run button to execute the query. For example, the
Dynamic Search constructed above will return results that match both terms.

If you anticipate running the same query frequently, you can save it as a Favorite. To do this,
click the Menu button in the Dynamic Search Panel and select "Store to Favorites". This will
add the search combination as a Favorite in the Favorites Panel. The Favorite will be named

after the combined items by default, but you can rename it by right-clicking the favorite item
and selecting "Rename".

N |

¥ Dynamic Search .
Add current Collection

€ Jane Doe* € John Doe* Group current Content

Store to Favorites
Store as a Dynamic Collection
Use as Catalog Filter

Copy to Clipboard

match all of these items

Clear Dynamic Search
Activity (no processes) Image Basket

Here's another example of a query: to return all images of John AND Jane that were taken in
2018, you can add the "2018" item from the Timeline Section to the existing items in the
Dynamic Search Panel. This allows you to combine search terms with specific time frames.
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» - Favorites

¥ Dynamic Search

& Jane Doe* & John Doe*
@ 2018

® match all of these items

Activity (no processes)

More advanced Dynamic Searches

Up to this point, the Dynamic Search Panel has been used to build simple queries like A AND
B. However, if you want to create a more complex query, such as ((A OR B) AND C), for
example, finding all images of (John OR Jane) in 2018, you can't simply add Alex, Dean, and
2018 and switch the join to OR. Doing so would result in (John OR Jane OR 2018), which isn't
the desired outcome.

The solution is straightforward: first, build the query for what’s inside the brackets. In this
case, start by dragging John and Jane into the Dynamic Search Panel and switch the join type
to "match any of these items" (John OR Jane).

> Favorites

v )
@ Dynamic Search Add current Collection

€ Jane Doe* € John Doe* Group currenContent

Store to Favorntes
Store as a Dyffamic Collection
Use as Catalof] Filter

Copy to Clipbfard

@ Match any of these items
' Clear Dynamig Search
ivity (no processes) Image Basket

@ svitch to“OR

Next, click the Menu button and select the option to group the content together. This action
will combine the selected items into a single group in the Dynamic Search Panel. After
grouping, the panel will display just one entry that represents the merged content, making
your query more organized and easier to manage.

Then, you can add the additional criteria (like 2018) outside the brackets.
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» - Favorites

¥ Dynamic Search

@ Jane Doe* or John

& e
match all of these items

Activity (no processes)

Next, to add 2018 to your query, open the Timeline section and drag the 2018 item into the
Dynamic Search Panel.
»  Favorites

¥ Dynamic Search

®© 2018
@ Jane Doe* or John

match all of these items

Activity (no processes)

For this query, the join should be set to AND, so select "match all of these items." This will
combine (John OR Jane) with 2018 using an AND condition.

This will complete the query, allowing you to search for images of (John OR Jane) in 2018.
Click the Run button to execute the search.

Joe*) and in timeline (2018)

ya = % group (Jane Doe* or John Doe*) and in timeline (2018)

Excluding items
You can also exclude items from a search. For example, if you want to find all images of John
that do not include Jane, follow these steps:

1. DragJohn into the Dynamic Search Panel.
2. DragJane into the Dynamic Search Panel as well.
3. Right-click on the Jane item and select “Exclude from Search.”

This will create a query for all images of John that exclude Jane.
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»  Favorites

¥ Dynamic Search

& Jane Doe* <
v Hierarchical

Exclude from search

Add to Favorites

Add to Catalog Filter
Open in a new Tab
® match all of these items

Activity (no processes)

The Jane item is then colored red to indicate that it is excluded from the search.

» - Favorites

¥ Dynamic Search

& John Doe*
& Jane Doe*

match all of these items

Activity (no processes)

After setting up the exclusion, click the Run button to start the search.

As an alternative, you can also hold the Alt key while dragging the item (e.g., Jane) to the
Dynamic Search Panel. This will instantly mark the item as excluded. Alternatively, you can
press Alt + Spacebar to achieve the same effect.

Joe*) excluding (Jane Doe*)

€« Y & x (John Doe*) excluding (Jane Doe*)

1 items

Using Search Bar and Dynamic Search Panel together

This manual covered how to use both the Search Bar and the Dynamic Search Panel. Each
tool has its own advantages: the Search Bar offers flexibility and speed, allowing you to
quickly search through large amounts of data without needing to know the exact location of
the information.
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You can use Search Bar results directly in the Dynamic Search Panel to refine your
searches. This is especially handy for finding items that aren’t fully cataloged.

For example, if a friend sends you photos and has added his name in the metadata,
you can find them by searching his name in the Search Bar. Once the results appear,
you can add them to the Dynamic Search Panel and combine them with other labels
or timeline items to narrow your search.

How to do it:
1. Enter Michael in the Search Bar and press Enter.

2. Hold Ctrl (Windows) or Cmd (macOS) and click the Favorites button to add the results
to the Dynamic Search Panel.

3. Dragin any additional catalog labels you need.

4. Run the query to see refined results.

¥ and group (text [michael])

€ Y © Jane Doe* and John Doe* and group (text [michael])
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